
January / February 2014 
 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of New York State 
New York State Capital Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo, 
 
As a Miller Place School District community member, resident, voter, taxpayer, student and/or staff 
member, I am asking you as my representative to fight for the repeal of the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment (GEA). Originally called the Deficit Reduction Assessment, this adjustment of the state 
aid formula was introduced in 2009-10 to help reduce the State's budget deficit. Since then, the 
GEA has cost our school district more than $2 million dollars in funding every year for a total lost 
funding of $11 million dollars. 
 
In those years, our school district has had to reduce teaching and support staff, increase class sizes, 
cut and reduce enrichment, athletic and extracurricular programs, and delay facilities preservation 
and improvements. Just last year we did not implement full day kindergarten due to concerns of 
being able to fiscally sustain the program and stay within the tax cap. Reduction in aid has made it 
necessary to rely heavily on funds raised within our own community to provide field trips and other 
student activities previously funded in our budget. This is effectively a double tax on our 
community members who not only pay taxes, but also give freely to support those programs that 
have been cut from the budget. At the same time as the GEA has cut our state funding by more than 
$2 million each year, we must comply with state mandates (such as implementation of a new 
curriculum) which require an extensive outlay of time and money.   
 
After five years of the GEA we, like all of the school districts across the state, are finding ourselves 
in the untenable position of no longer being able to do more with less. With class sizes maxed out, 
many programs cut, and important infrastructure projects in need of attention, we cannot cut any 
more programs without hitting bone. While maintaining a tax levy increase that is within the cap 
and one that taxpayers can support, our district must still budget for the rising costs of pensions, 
benefits and health insurance.  It is at this pivotal juncture that we as your constituents ask you to 
speak out against the GEA, which has had such a negative impact on our school district and has 
made it so difficult to maintain the quality of education that our children deserve. 
 
Please be our partner in this effort to alleviate the burden that has been imposed on our community, 
taxpayers and schools.  Please be our voice in Albany and take effective action to eliminate the 
GEA starting in the 2014-15 school year. 
 
Sincerely,    Print Name: ______________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________ 
         ________________________________ 
 
Additional comments:  _________________________________________________ 
    _________________________________________________ 
 
C: Senator Ken LaValle  Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan  

Senator John Flanagan  Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
Senator Lee Zeldin  Assemblyman Anthony Palumbo 
Senator Dean Skelos  Assemblyman Edward Hennessey 

 Assemblyman and Speaker of the House Sheldon Silver�


